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Drone Industry Drone Industry 

 The industry is expected to top $100 billion by 2020. 

 1,250,000 registered small UAS (unmanned aircraft systems) models and 
277,000 non-model drones in the US. 

 Drones are being used in an increasing number of industries (healthcare, 
agriculture, logistics, real estate, inspections, insurance, law enforcement, 
etc.)

 Drones are more affordable, making them a common household item. 

 The industry is undergoing constant change - requiring the FAA and local 
jurisdictions to continually evaluate and adapt regulations. 
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Hobbyist vs. Commercial Drone PilotHobbyist vs. Commercial Drone Pilot

If you are flying strictly for fun, the FAA considers it a hobby.  
Regulations differ for commercial vs. hobby use. 

A commercial license is needed whenever: 

 You fly missions for which you are compensated, or 

 Your mission is ancillary to a  commercial venture (i.e. real estate 
sales, monetized blogs, construction business), or  

 You sell photos or videos captured by your drone.
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Commercial 
Drone Pilot 
Commercial 
Drone Pilot 

Must pass FAA Small UAS 
(Part 107) Exam 

Must comply with Part 107 
Rules whenever flying 
commercially 
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Rules for Hobbyist, as of May 2019 July 23, 2019Rules for Hobbyist, as of May 2019 July 23, 2019

Can not fly within 5 miles of an airport, unless you have 
authorization from LAANC. 

Can not fly higher than 400 feet. 

Must maintain visual line of site at all times. 

Can not fly in restricted airspace (i.e. National Parks, National 
Landmarks, Government Installations) 
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Register Your Drone with FAARegister Your Drone with FAA

o Register your drone. 

o Place registration # on the outside of the drone 
and carry proof of registration with you.

o Fly only for recreational purposes.

help you avoid interfering 
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Airspace Airspace 

 Fly your drone at or below 400 feet when in uncontrolled or Class G 
(Gulf) airspace. This is airspace where the FAA is not controlling 
manned air traffic.

 To determine what type of airspace you are in, refer to the mobile 
application that operates your drone (if so equipped) and/or use 
other drone-related mobile applications such as Airmap, Skyward, 
Kittyhawk, etc.

 Knowing your location and what airspace you're in will also help 
you avoid interfering with other aircraft.
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Controlled Airspace – UPDATED JULY 23!Controlled Airspace – UPDATED JULY 23!

 LAANC (Low Altitude Authorization and Notification Capability) is NOW 
available to recreational flyers as of July 23, 2019!  Use Airmap, Kittyhawk 
or similar approved applications to get automated permission to fly at 
certain altitudes.  

 This system is was previously only available for certified Part 107 drone 
pilots, as discussed at our session – however, the announcement that it 
was expanded to include recreational flyers/hobbyists was made today 
after our session!  As discussed today, things are constantly changing – be 
sure to check FAA.gov or another reliable source for upates.  
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Other RequirementsOther Requirements

 Keep your drone within your line of sight or within the visual line-of-
sight of a visual observer who is co-located and in direct 
communication with you.

 Never fly near other aircraft, especially near airports.
 Never fly over groups of people, public events, or stadiums full of 

people.
 Never fly near emergencies such as any type of accident response, 

law enforcement activities, firefighting, or disaster recovery efforts.
 Never fly under the influence of drugs or alcohol.
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Violations Violations 

Recreational flyers should know that if they 
intentionally violate any of these safety 

requirements, and/or operate in a careless and 
reckless manner, they could be liable for criminal 

and/or civil penalties.  

For more info. see FAA Advisory Circular 91-57B
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Safety First! Safety First! 

Always follow FAA rules. 

Always keep drone within your Visual Line of Site (VLOS). 

Use a visual observer – especially when using First Person View 
(FPV) or shooting aerial photos or videos. 

NEVER fly your drone over people or moving vehicles.

Conduct a safety check before EVERY flight. 

Practice flying often and under various conditions. 
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HazardsHazards

 Powerlines 

 Trees and Tree Branches

 Lightposts

 BIRDS!  

 Extreme temperatures

Other UAS (aka Drones) 
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Aerial Photos and VideosAerial Photos and Videos

 Just because you can fly high, doesn’t mean you should! 

 Use the drone camera’s histogram to monitor exposure. 

 Take several photos from different angles and perspectives. 

 Start close and draw away.  

 Shoot in both “raw” and jpeg.   

 Post process photos using Lightroom, Photoshop or applications 
such as AirMagic.  Try Premiere Pro, Premiere Elements or Final Cut 
for video editing. 
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Things to ConsiderThings to Consider

Match your Drone to your purpose.

Get some formal training. 

Get insurance coverage. 

Do some research before you invest. 
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PARROT MAMBO 

DJI TELLO

DJI SPARK PARROT ANAFI 





Additional questions?  Contact Libby at SilverFlyte.com 


